In the early 1990s group of Seventday Adventist laymembers in Maryland,

USA learned about the prabortion positionof their church and the practice of
electiveabortionsin Adventist hospitals in Maryland State. Upon leagnof this

the group of Adventists led by an elder began to contact church leadership at the
CUC and then the GC. They also contacted the Maryland State Department of
Health@repositoryfor hospitals statistics and records to validate their concerns.

The following is a record of their correspondence. It is important to keep in mind
that these letters only represent abortions in Maryland State and do not address
abortions in the many other Adventist hospitals that were offering abortions at
this time.

February 15, 1999 Letter to Ron Wisbey, President CpjC2-4

February 22, 199] Secretary to Wisbey acknowledges receipt of letiér

March 22, 1993 Wisbey responds, claims SDA church not involved in abgstién

Records obtained from the St. Paul Computer Center, a secular repository f¢
health care records and statistics for the State of Maryland. These records s
that three SDA hospitals in Maryland performed at least 1,698 abortions dur
the years 19941992for a gross income of at least $1,850,080. 7-13

May 14, 1994

May 26, 1993 Response to Wisbey debunking his clappd4-16

September 22, 199 Letter to GC President Folkenbgrgl7

September 30, 1997 Assistant to Folkenberg acknowledges receipt of lgtet8

GCHealth Ministries Dr. Whiting responds, adntitst several hospitalare & 2 d

November 10, 1993 2F  foph ];9-90{»’:

March 14, 1994 Response to Dr. Whitingp.21-23

April 8, 1994 Third letter to Wisbeyp.24-25

Documents compiled and published with permission by www.AndrewMichell.com

www.AndrewMichell.com 1of 25



Elder Ronald Wisbey, President

Columbia Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

5427 Twin Knolls Road

Columbia, MD 21045 February 15, 1993

Dear Elder Wisbey,

I am very thankful for the sound spiritual leadership you have
provided the Columbia Union, and proud of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church and the miraculous accomplishments made
throughout our history. We have seen the God of Heaven pour
ocut his blessings on our people in special ways; and I believe
it could only be God's blessing that has allowed a relatively
small church to accomplish so much in the areas of
evangelism, pastoral ministry, education, and medicine. We as
Seventh-day Adventists have a most sacred and serious work to
do as Christians heralding the soon coming of Jesus Christ and
proclaiming to the world the Three Angels Messages. We have
always based our beliefs and practices on solid scriptural
foundations and should continue to do so.

There is something however, that is bothering many of us. It
is causing an ever growing concern among Seventh-day Adventist
Church members, and we wanted to come to you believing it to
be the proper chain of action. As you may, or may not know,
our hospitals are committing an act that is abhorrent to both
God and Christians, and when added together with the other
agencies performing this act, amounts to an atrocity of
apocalyptic magnitude for millions and millions of humans.
That heinous act is abortion. I can certainly understand why,
when 90% of the abortions performed are for convenience, the
world likes to keep this procedure legal. In this age of
sexual promiscuity, abortion provides an easy out for people
who do not want to assume personal responsibility for their
actions. True there are abortions in cases of rape and
incest, and yet they are a small percentage of the abortions
performed. I would venture to say that most individuals are
not opposed to abortions that save the life of the mother, and
that is a smaller number yet.

More and more Seventh-day Adventists are discovering that our
own hospitals perform this disgraceful procedure, and are
saddened, confused, and outraged that we who profess the truth
are involved in the abortion business. Recently, I have
become aware of how many other churches, Protestant and
Catholic, who courageously stand against the killing of unborn
children, know full well the extent and involvement of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church hospitals in the abortion
business. The Seventh-day Adventist Church should not be in
the abortion business. Discussing the requirements of God's
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law, and particularly the Fourth Commandment, becomes
hypocritical when we ourselves kill unborn children. It makes
the Word of God of no effect from our lips.

I understand that meetings are going on regarding the issue of
abortion, and our Church is formulating a statement concerning
this issue. I have heard that the statement would be oppcsed
to abortion except in cases of rape, incest, or the health of
the mother. This is currently the law of the land and we can
see that it has done nothing to reduce the number of
abortions. The phrase "health of the mother" is so general
that people now use this to obtain abertions for any reascn.

I think it is an important fact to note that in the late
1960's hospitals found loopholes in unmeasured terms and
generally worded statements, such as the one above, to
accommodate the many women desiring abortion. A psychological
clause for suicidal women was abused to the peint that it
became the standard means for obtaining an abortion. It came
as no surprise then that there was an increase in women
seeking abortions who claimed to be "suicidal". Therefore, if
our Church makes a general statement alluding to unmeasured
standards such as the "health" of the mother, we have taken no
stand different from the pro-abortion groups and current
abortion legislation. This is unacceptable to myself and the
increasing number of Seventh~-day Adventist Church members
becoming informed on the issue of abortion as it applies to
Seventh-day Adventist hospitals and our Church as a whole.

I am not writing this letter to petition the Seventh-day
Adventist Church to lobby the government to change the
abortion laws. I am writing this letter to voice the opinion
of many members, that Seventh-day Adventist hospitals should
have a policy of performing no abortions except to save the
life of the mother. If Seventh-day Adventist Church members
want to receive an abortion there are more than enough
facilities to accommodate them. The Seventh-day Adventist
Church, as an official Christian organization should not be in
the abortion business since abortion is in direct opposition
to the Holy Scriptures and the Three Angels Messages.

I understand the fact that there is much meoney involved for
the doctors and institutions performing abortions, but for
Christians this is nothing more than "filthy lucre", and can
do no more than incur the wrath of God in judgement. It is
now time for our hospitals to turn away from this practice and
take a stand for the lives of unborn children, and do what is
morally right by getting out of the abortion business.

Again I thank you for your leadership and pray that God will

assist you in yocur awesome responsibilities as the Church
moves forward in these trying times. I thank you for the
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opportunity to be heard and know that you will consider ny
appeal. T realize the issue may not be resolved immediately,
and I see this letter as a positive step toward future dialog.
Many of us feel strongly about this and will continue our
efforts as necessary. In the meantime we look forward to your
response.

In Christian Fellowship,

_ member: Waldorf Seventh-day Adventist

Church

4229 Mockinghird Circle
Waldorf, MD 20603
(301) 932-471%

And concerned Seventh-day Adventists:

"We have moved into a gray world where we change our labels by
intent. If a doctor wants to kill off alpha (being sure to
use Lthe most deadly technigue) then alpha becomes an
*aborfus.' If he wants to preserve it, it is an 'immature' or
‘Premature. ' In late abortions, if he wants it to die, the
operation is labeled a 'hysterotomy'; if he wants it to live,
it becomes a ‘Caesazrean section.'"

Aborting America, Bermard N. Nathanson, M.D. with Richard N.
Ostling, page 276.

ci: Al Watson, Pastor of the Waldorf Seventh-day Adventist
Church
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THE

SEVENTH-DAY COLUMBIA UNION CONFERENCE

ADVENTIST
CHURCH BB oeawaks DISTRICT OF COLUMELA MARYLAND NEW JERSEY OHID CENNSYLVANIA VIRGINIA WEST VIRCINLA

February 22, 1993

Mr.
4229 Mockingbird Circle
Waldorf, MD 20603

Dear Mr. [ R

I have received your letter expressing the deep concerns you and several other members of the
Waldorf SDA Church share over the church’s present position on ahortion. Unfortunately, Elder
Wisbey will not be in the office this week becanse of travel related to his job responsibilities
within the Columbia Union territory.

I am sure he will read your letter with great interest upon his return Friday. Thank you for
caring enough to share your concerns.

Sincerely,

AW

(Mrs.) Sandra C. Fones
Secretary to the Bregident

5]

S4I7 TWIN KMOLLS ROAL T OORMRIA, MARYLAND 210453200 1 {3011 997-34 14 BALTIMOEE [ (5010 590sS00 WASLINGTOMN ¢ G001 9977400 FAX
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THE

SEVENTH-DAY COLUMBIA UNION CONFERENCE

ADVENTIST
CHURCH H§E DHEAWARE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA MARYLAND NEW JEXSEY OHIO PENNSYLVANIA VIRGINIA WEST VIRCINIA

March 22, 1993

Mr

Waldorf, MD 20603

Dear Brothe-:

Thank you for your letter of February 15 regarding your concern for the abortion issue. I am
enclosing a document that was voted at the 1992 Annual Council of the Church in October of
this past year. While this statement is not perfect, it comes to the church after several years of
very careful study by Ephesus and theologians and a wide range of people from around the
world. It received almost two full days of debate, including listening to a minority report
presented by several members who had served on the Commission who were opposed to the final
document.

While this may not care for all of your concerns, at the present time, it is the stand of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church and the basis for which our hospitals will handle these matters
in the future. It is not a document placed in cement. Over the coming years, I am confident
it will be revisited for evaluation and for change, if necessary.

The Scventh-day Adventist Church, historically, has not attempted to dictate and overcome a
persons own conscience, and will not attempt to do so in this matter. The church stands
strongly against abortion as an elective issue. Our hospitals stand with us in this and have voted
the procedures that are outlined within the document enclosed.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is not in the abortion business. While there are unfortunate
rumors, and the vast majority of them cannot be authenticated.

I respect your right to your own thinking on this or any other issue. But I urge you to consider
carefully the facts of the document that is enclosed, realizing that the church has come to this
position over many years of very serious, careful consideration. I can also assure you that our

healthcare institutions will abide by these policies as they have the previous policies that have
been put in place by the church.

Sincerely,

Ko K. Wastiy

President

Enc  SDA Church Position on Abortion, Voted 10/92

5427 TWIN KNOLLS ROAD / COLUMEBIA, MARYLAND 21045 3200/ 4301) 997-3414 BALTIMORE |/ (301} 5960800 W ASHINCTON [ (5010 997-7420 FAX
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5T. PAUL COMPIITER CENTER, IHNC.
300 HOSPITAL DRIVE — SUITE 20
GLEN BURNIE, MD. 21061
(410) 760-3447

DATA BASES available at St. Paul Computer Center:

Maryland Acute Care Inpatient Data (1979 to 1992)

Maryland Outpatient Ambulatory Surgery Data (1589 199%0 1991 1952)

Maryland Private Psychiatric Data (1989 1550 1991 1992)

United States Medicare Data (1985 1987 1983 1989 1990 1991)

New Jersey Inpatient Data (1982 TO 1992)

New York Inpatient Data (1924 1985 1986 1987 1988+*)
*Partial year data depending on hospital

California Inpatient Data (1989)

Arizona Inpatient Data {1990}

sraauL

COMPUTER TEWTER. [HC.
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—=——— SERVICES AVAILABLE ====

ST. PAUL COMPUTER CENTER, INC.
300 HOSPITAL DRIVE — SUITE 20
GLEN BURNIE, MD. 21061
(410) 760-3447

Services provided by St. Paul Computer Center, Inc.:

"DRG" Grouping - Stand alone processor for IBM P/C + PPS OPTIMI1ZER
"DRG" Grouping - Stand alone processor for IBM P/C + GIR OPTIMIZER
(VER's 2.0 through VER 10.0)

(New York DRG Grouper VER 6.0, 7.0)

"PRE-COLLECT" Patient Bad Debt Collections (LASER series)
"CMS COLLECTION" Patient Bad Debt Collection System

(Customer installed WANG VS System)
"CMS COLLECTION" Patient Bad Debt Collection System (Time Sharing)
"NURSE STAFFING" Patient Resource Tntesity Measurement Systenm

(IBM P/C Network system for Nurse Staffing)
"GIR" Reporting Systems and Experimental "GIR" Reporting
"GIR" Batch Optimizer Systems
"STATE SPREAD GIR" Reporting Systens
"ON-LINE" Medical Record Abstracting and Reporting (IBM P/C)
"CASE/MIX" Reporting Systems
"COST/ACCOUNTING"™ Reporting System (Time Sharing)
"COST/ACCOUNTING" Reporting System

(IBM 486 P/C with windows, mouse, SQL Query)
"MEDICAID" Tape-to-Tape State billing
"MEDICARE and BC" Tape-to-Tape and Core-to-Core billing
“"MEDICARE PPS IMPACT" Studies
"MEDICARE PPS IMPACT" Studies (IBM P/C system)
"MEDICARE" LOS and CHARGE analyses
“"PHYSICIAN" Physician Monitoring Reports (LOS and Charge Analysis)
"STATISTICAL" Reports: MARYLAND INPATIENT DATA (1979 to 1992)
"STATISTICAL" Reports: MARYLAND PSYCHTATRIC DATA (1989 to 1992)
"STATISTICAL" Reports: MARYLAND AMBULATORY SURGERY (1989 to 1992)
"STATISTICAL"™ Reports: U.S. MEDICARE (1985 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991)
"STATISTICAL" Reports: CALIFORNIA (1989)
"DOWNLOADTNG" of reports in a IOTUS 1-2-3(tm) format
"CONVERSION" of P/C Diskettes 5 1/4 or 3 1/2 to tape -
"HSCRC" Quarterly Patient Abstract Tape Submittal, Data Editing and

Correction Processes (Stand alone systems for your IBM P/C)

"HSCRC" Screening Simulations and Specialty Reports
"PERSONAL COMPUTER" Programming, Software Support, Network Services

SiHauL

.
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DAYE » 5/14/93

HOSPITAL

WASH. ADVENTIST HOSPITAL
WASH, ADYVENTIST HOSPITRL

WASH, ADVENTIST HOSPITAL

LELAND MEMDRIAL HOSPITAL
LELAND MEMDRIAL HOSPITRL

LELAND EMORIAL HOSPITAL
SHADY GROVE HOSPITAL

SHADY GROVE HOSPITAL
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DOTE = SI4NT3

HISPITAL

WASH, AINENTIST HESPITAL
HRSH. ADVENTIST HOSPITAL

HEH. ADVENTIST HOSPITAL

LELAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
LELAND MERORIAL HOSPITRL

LELAND MEMORIAL HOSPITRL

SHADY SROVE HOSPTTRE
ShADY SROVE HOSPITAL

SHADY SROVE HOSPITAL
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DATE = 5754793

HOSPITAL

WASH. ADVENTIST HOSPITRL
WASH, ADVENTIST HOSSITAL

WASH, ADVENTIST HOSPITAL

LELAKD MEMDRTAL HOSPITAL
LELAND MEMORTAL HOSPITAL

LELAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

SR0Y GROVE HOSPITAL

SHRDY GROVE HOSPITAL
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